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The Polish Panel Survey, POLPAN, comprises a series of seven surveys (i.e. survey waves), 

conducted consecutively at five years intervals. The initial survey was carried out in late 

Communism, and represents the basis of POLPAN, that is, POLPAN’s first wave. It is based 

on a random sample consisting of 5,817 men and women ages 21 to 65. These people were 

interviewed at the end of 1987 and the beginning of 1988, on a broad set of issues pertaining 

to social inequality, involvement in political organizations, and attitudes toward state welfare 

provisions and the then-existing socialist system. 
 

The second wave, conducted in 1993, comprises a sample of 2,500 men and women who were 

randomly selected from among POLPAN 1988 (wave one) respondents. POLPAN 1993 

(wave two) focused primarily on attitudinal and behavioral aspects of radical social change 

that had taken place in the period between the two studies.   
 

The third wave was conducted in 1998 on a total sample of 2,135 adult Poles, of whom some 

were panel respondents (i.e. sub-sample of Poles interviewed in POLPAN’s wave one, 1987-

1988, and wave two, 1993), while the others represented a newly added sample of young 

Poles. The panel sample comprises 1,752 men and women who in 1998 were aged 31 to 65 

years. The so-called renewal sample (random sample of young) comprises Poles who in 1998 

were aged 21 to 30 years (n = 383). POLPAN 1998 contained questions on voting behavior in 

the 1993 and 1997 parliamentary elections. In addition, the 1998 survey included an extensive 

battery of questions on support for democratic values and norms.  
 

Samples of the fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh waves of POLPAN – conducted in 2003, 2008, 

2013, and 2018, respectively – consist of  Poles who took part in previous POLPAN waves 

(i.e. panel respondents), and respondents from the younger cohort, aged twenty-one to twenty-

five in the year of the study (i.e. renewal samples). The basic information about samples for 

waves 1-7 is provided in Table 1.  
 

Table 1. Sample Sizes of the Consecutive Waves of the Polish Panel Survey, POLPAN 1988–2013 
 

 Waves  

 First 

(1987–

1988) 

Second 

(1993) 

Third 

(1998) 

Fourth 

(2003) 

Fifth 

(2008) 

Six 

(2013)          

Seven 

(2018) 

                                           Samples  

Raw sample  5,817 2,259 2,135 1,699 1,756 2,196 2,161 

Panel sample  — 2,259
a
 1,752 1,474

b
 1,216

b
 1,699

b
 1,875

b
 

Renewal sample — — 383
c
 225

d
 540

d
 494

d
              286

d
     

 
a 

Contains 2,092 cases from the randomly selected subset of the 1988 sample and 167 cases from the same 

sample over-representing people with higher education and involved in self-employment (in 1988). The 

composition of the total 1993 sample (n = 2,259) mirrors the 1993 population better than the 2,092 cases from 

the randomly selected subset of the 1988 sample.  
b 
Contains cases from the renewal sample of the previous wave. 

c 
Random sample of those who were age 21–30 in 1998. 

d 
Random sample of those who were age 21–25 in a given wave year. 

 



 

 

In POLPAN 2018 (seventh wave), the panel sample is based on respondents who were 

interviewed in 2013 and during any previews waves. In addition, we included the dropouts 

from the 2013 wave (n = 38) and renew sample of those ages 21-65 (n = 286).  Composition 

of the sample of the seventh wave is provided in Table 2.  
 

Table 2. Sample Composition of POLPAN 2018 (Wave Seven) 

 
 

Composition of the 2018 Sample 
 

N 
 

% 
 

Panelists first interviewed in 1987/1988 and re-interviewed in all 

waves 

544 25.5 

Panelists first interviewed in 1987/1988, who were not re-

interviewed in all subsequent waves, but were interviewed in 2013 

596 27.6 

Panelists first interviewed in 1998 or 2003, and re-interviewed in 

2008, or 2013, or both 

458 21.2 

Most recent panelists, first interviewed in 2013 
 

277 12.8 

Renewal sample of Poles aged 21-26 in 2018 
 

286 13.2 

Total  

 

2,161 100.0 

 

The total number of respondents interviewed at least once for the POLPAN study is 6,711 

(5,817 respondents in wave one, plus respondents in the renewal samples). The largest decline 

in sample size was in 1993. Due to financial constraints, instead of re-interviewing all 

participants in the 1988 wave, POLPAN 1993 was conducted on a randomly selected 

subsample of one-third of 1988 respondents.  

 

In computing response rates, we have to take into account issues of attrition, where cases (i.e. 

individuals) are eliminated for various reasons. Some potential respondents died, others 

emigrated, and still others were institutionalized. In 1993 – 2018, the response rate is over 60 

percent for the panel part of the study. For the renewal samples, response rates vary by waves. 

Altogether, the response rate for the POLPAN study is as high or higher than that obtained in 

cross-sectional surveys. 
 

The main results of the POLPAN are published in five volumes, and available at polpan.org: 
 
Dynamics of Social Structure: Poland’s Transformative Years, 1988–2013, edited by Slomczynski, Kazimierz 

M. and Irina Tomescu-Dubrow, with Danuta Życzyńska-Ciołek and Ilona Wysmułek. Warsaw, PL: IFiS 

Publishers (2016). 

Social Inequality and the Life Course: Poland’s Transformative Years, 1988–2013, edited by lomczynski, 

Kazimierz M. and Ilona Wysmułek, eds. 2016. Warsaw, PL: IFiS Publishers (2016). 

Continuity and Change in Social Life, edited by Kazimierz M. Slomczynski and Sandra Marquart-Pyatt 2006.. 

Warsaw, PL: IFiS Publishers. 

Social Structure: Changes and Linkages, edited by Kazimierz M. Slomczynski. Warsaw, PL: IFiS Publishers 

Social Patterns of Being Political, edited by Kazimierz M. Slomczynski. Warsaw, PL: IFiS Publishers 
 

See also:  

International Journal of Sociology 2016, vol. 46, no. 4: Analyzing Social Change: The Polish Panel Survey, 

POLPAN 1988-2013  [edited by Irina Tomescu-Dubrow i Kazimierz M. Slomczynski]. 

International Journal of Sociology 2013, vol. 42, no. 4: Socio-Demographic  Differentiation in a Dynamic 

Perspective: The Polish Panel Survey,  POLPAN 1988–2008 [edited by Kazimierz M. Slomczynski and Irina 

Tomescu-Dubrow] 

International Journal of Sociology 2012, vol. 42, no. 1: Structural Constraints, Gender, and Images of 

Inequality: The Polish Panel Survey, POLPAN 1988–2008 [edited by Kazimierz M. Slomczynski and Irina 

Tomescu-Dubrow] 


